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to become the 17th largest property/
casualty insurance group in the nation,
serving policyholders in 25 states.

“We are proud to be part of an industry
that serves so many people and helps put
lives back together after a financial loss,”
said Ron Simon, Auto-Owners chairman
& CEO. “We who work in this industry are
truly serving other people.”

The Lansing region is rapidly
developing into Michigan’s hub of the
insurance industry with several other
companies growing and investing locally,
including; Michigan Millers Insurance, AP
Capital, FinCor Solutions. and PHP of Mid
Michigan.

The contribution of the insurance
industry goes well beyond the enormous
number of jobs and the investment in
expansion of facilities. Industry leaders
and their employees are at the center
of many of the region’s most important
charitable endeavors, donating finances
and thousands of volunteer hours for
dozens of worthy causes.

“So many of our employees and agents
are involved in their communities as civic
leaders, volunteers, coaches, church
leaders, and supporters of schools and
charities,” said Jim Robinson, executive
vice president of Farm Bureau Insurance.
“Two of our greatest strengths are the high
quality of the people in our organization
and our commitment to Michigan.”

Arecent report by Michigan Future, Inc
stated that Michigan is significantly trailing
the rest of the country in transitioning to
a knowledge-based economy. Michigan’s
insurance industry may provide the best
“insurance” against the brain drain by
adding thousands of college educated
employees into the state’s workforce.

The insurance industry could be the
silver lining in the state’s somewhat cloudy
economic future. The presence of so many
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strong and growing insurance companies
locally means that greater Lansing could
soon be known as “The Insurance Capital
of Michigan.”

REGIOMNAL BUSINES

Helping to shape the future of air service from

Lansing’s Capital Region International Airport.

Together we can make a difference.

Capital Region Internaticnal Airport is worth about

$1 billion annually to the regional economy and a critica
companent for a strong economy. That's why community
leaders formed the Regional Business Travel Trust—ic
give the business community a graater role in helping
strengthen air service in our region,

As a Travel Trust member you will be informed of the
latest developments at the airport and you can let us
know what you think should be our highest priorities in
racruiting new air service.

Your organization can also take advantage of numerous
perks including being first to know about special deals

the airlines may offer, opportuni
REGIONAL

ties to be involved with airport /__

community-sponsored events
BUSINESS

and discounts on a variety of

airport-related services.
TRAVEL
TRUST

flylansing.com
Werkeingg Yo Comprnection

Leg an to flylansing.com for
more information,

Join the Regional Business
Travel Trust Team. ..it's good
business!

Our how’s
the baby
doing policy.

Physicians Health Plan
does health coverage a
little differently.

For example, we think about what our members
need from us. That's why we offer new moms
educational support and even coupons for free
diapars. And we help members stay healthy
with nutrition classes and reminders to get
yearly checkups and flu shots.

Caring about you is always part of our policy.

Physicians Health Plan _)(
of Mid-Michigan .

The Plan of Choice | www.phpmm.org
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Capital Region International Airport (CRIA) can proceed with its
international development program now that the Clinton County Board of
Commissioners has approved use of an incinerator at the airport to burn
small amounts of trash coming from international flights.

Capital Region International Airport is a U.S. port-of-entry and recently
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opened a permanent Federal Inspection Station, which will allow the region

e’
The Clinton County board originally voted against the incinerator plan,
despite the fact that the state of Michigan had already granted a permit for the ’
facility. Commissioners reconsidered their position after CRIA agreed that W
they would not accept trash being transported from other airports. M [
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$aveMidMichigan.com

A lot of organizations talk about what the region needs. WILX-TV 10 is trying to do
something about it. $aveMidMichigan.com is a new local website dedicated to the pro-
motion and success of local businesses while lending a helping hand to mid-Michigan
consumers in tough economic times. This one-of-a-kind website is bringing local busi-
nesses and mid-Michigan consumers together to foster commerce that is good for the
region. More than 70 area businesses have already committed to the program.
“Locally owned businesses are the lifeblood of our region,” said Mike King, Vice
President & General Manager of WILX-TV 10. “During these uncertain times, con-
sumers are looking for value and every
dollar possible needs to stay right
here, at home.”

WILX-TV is utilizing 2 com-
bination of television, Internet
and wireless media to

promote the campaign.
For information, contact
Debbie Petersmark at
517-393-0110.

The City of Lansing, Accident Fund Insurance
Company and Meijer, Inc. are partnering with the
National Kidney Foundation of Michigan to present
the Greater Lansing Kidney Walk at Potter Park Zoo
on June 28.

The National Kidney Foundation’s Kidney Walk
is 2 non-competitive walk focusing on education and
the prevention of kidney and urinary tract diseases,
and awareness of the need for organ donation.

Organizers hope to raise $100,000 as a result
of this event. For more information, contact Alison
Livingston at 734-222-9800 or alivingston@nkfm.
org.
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‘ @ More options.

. Y, For members only.
Your membership with the chamber gives your business
access to broader health plan options with Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Michigan. You have the flexibility to match

the best plan with your budget, giving you more for your
health care investment.

Take full advantage of our partnership to protect your
most valuable asset — your employees. Because healthy
employees make for a healthier bottom line.
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B ..
For more information on Blues plans available of Mighigan
to Lansing Regional Chamber members, call Mevipunlh gt s i dnauaeniend jenanasd
517-487-6340 or visit lansingchamber.org bobsm.com MIBCH.com
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